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Bird Feeder

Watching birds in your garden and at feeders is one 
of the most pleasurable ways to enjoy nature. On 
wintry days, their liveliness, colors and sounds are 
a source of fascination and joy. Now, with win-
ter approaching, it is a good time to set up a 
feeder in your garden this fall so the birds in 
your area add your garden to their winter 
feeding rounds.

Where to Put Your Feeder
Start with one or two feeders and 
increase the number as you learn which 
foods and feeders the birds prefer. Place 
the feeders so you can watch them easily 
from a convenient window. Also, when 
the feeders are in sight, you'll see when 
they need to be filled or cleaned.

Hang feeders near shrubs or trees so birds 
have nearby cover and an escape route 
from predators such as sharp-shinned 
hawks. In extremely windy areas, choose 
sheltered locations for the feeders.

The Best Bird Seeds
Black oil sunflower seeds are relished by 
chickadees, evening grosbeaks, cardinals 
and finches, and are less attractive to 
non-native sparrows and starlings. White 
proso millet is the best small seed, espe-
cially attractive to juncos and sparrows 
in winter. Goldfinches prefer thistle seed 
(also called niger), which also attracts 
house finches and pine siskins.

Outwitting Unwanted Visitors
Squirrels are a major nemesis of bird 

feeders. In some areas, so are raccoons 
and rats. Luckily, there are several types 
of feeders and tips about placement that 
will help deter visits by uninvited guests.

Squirrels
To prevent squirrels from reaching the 
feeder, use one that includes an attached 
baffle or that has a funnel-shaped top. 
You can also buy baffles separately and 
attach them to your favorite feeder. 
Elevate the feeder at least five feet off the 
ground. Place it eight to 10 feet from the 
nearest building and overhanging tree 
branches.

Raccoons
To protect post-mounted feeders from 
raccoons, attach a cone shield with 
an 18-inch radius on the post below 
the feeder (at least four feet above the 
ground). To prevent raccoons and dogs 
from carrying off suet, place it in a wire 
or mesh enclosure and hang it well above 
the ground.

Pest Birds
If larger birds such as grackles are a problem, 

choose feeders designed for small birds, such 
as a thistle tube or hanging globe.

Fall Cleanup
Birds have four basic needs: food, water, 
shelter from predators and the elements, 
and safe nesting places. In addition to 
setting out feeders to provide food, start-
ing this fall you can help birds meet their 
needs in the following ways.

Provide fresh water in a shallow con-
tainer. Water should be no more than 
two inches deep. In winter, it is especially 
important to keep the water ice-free by 
changing it frequently or by using an 
immersion-type water heater designed 
for outdoor use.

Landscapes with abundant trees and 
shrubs, and a relatively small lawn, are 
most attractive to birds. To enhance your 
garden with plants that provide natural 
food shelter, develop a landscape plan this 
winter in preparation for spring planting.

Article Source: National Gardening Association
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EXAMPLE

LISTINGS

classified ads
Looking to sell something?  

To place a FREE classified ad, please email avery.mcconnell@n2pub.com 
by the 20th of the month.  Please keep in mind that there is a 40 word 
maximum and the listing will run until you let us know that the item has 
been sold.  We hope you enjoy this service.

HOUSEMATE WANTED: A person 
who hates sugar to share a house with.  
Please call The Gingerbread Man at 
555-9876
 
SUITS FOR SALE: I have outgrown 
many of my clothes.  Would make great 
Halloween costumes.  Contact 
Spiderman at 555-1111
 
NEIGHBORHOOD REEF SALE: Many 
of us on Coral Way will be having a reef 
sale on Friday.  If you are 
interested in participating, find Nemo 
and let him know.  No sharks allowed.
 

HOUSE SITTING:  The Princess and I 
will be leaving the marsh next month 
and would like someone to watch over 
the place.  If anyone other than Donkey 
is interested, call Shrek at 555-5555

BRIDGE FOR SALE:  I’ve decided to 
retire from the business and sell the 
Brooklyn Bridge up in New York.  Price 
negotiable, must pickup.  Call Tony at 
550-5000

FREE TO GOOD HOME: Skunk family 
raised from an abandoned litter in our 
backyard.  Absolutely adorable crea-
tures!  Must take whole lot, glands still 
intact.  Call 555-7772

ClassifiedAds

CouponSection

www.n2pub.com
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